
State of Delaware

Tidal Inundation

Disclaim er 

These maps are a representation o f inundation based on local Mean Higher High Water 

(MH HW). Inundatio n is ass umed to  occur at a constant elevation (Bathtub Model) and n o 

othe r factors other than tidal elevation are used to determine water levels. 

The land surfac e elevations are based on data with an average ac curac y  of 15 cm (6 

inches), ho wever areas of heavy vegetation may have errors exceeding that  amount. 

The Delaw are Co as tal  Programs makes no w arranty and promot es  no  other use of these

maps o ther than as  a preliminary planning too l. 

 

 

Meth ods 

Mean H igher H igh Water (M HHW) is  calculated for eac h w aters hed us ing the NOAA 

VDatum so ftware. The watershed reference lo cation for MHH W is at the c onfluence of the 

selected watershed's river and the Delaware Bay/River exc ept fo r t he Inland Bays , where 

the loc ation is the center of the s elected bay, the Nantico ke River, where the lo cation is the 

city of Seaford, and t he developed At lantic Co ast, were the lo cation is offshore in the

Atlantic Oc ean near Indian River Inlet. 

These maps represent  a constant, watershed based, water level  and do not include any 

changes in water level due to  the distance from tidal forcing, downstream flow, or other 

fac tors  which c ould poss ibly change w ater levels. A ny impediments (dikes, dams, etc.) to 

inland flow  protect upstream areas until the elevation of the impediment is o vercome by 

either higher water elevation or bypassing the impediment, at which time all land area 

previously protected is  assumed to be inundated up to c urrent water level. Impoundments 

and other areas protected by dikes where t ide gates are installed are assumed to protect 

the inland areas unti l the water level exceeds the lowest dike elevation. Bridges are show n 

at true elevation, if the bridge is shown as inundated the water level has exceeded the road 

surface of t he bridge. 

The land surface elevations are based o n statewide LiDAR  data with a statewide average 

roo t mean square erro r (RMSE) of 15 cm (6 inc hes), how ever areas o f heavy vegetation 

may have elevation erro rs  exceeding that amo unt. 
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